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Hamilton's 
Climate Action 
Strategy
IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 
next evolution in the response to the Climate 
Change Emergency Declaration. Approved in 
August 2022, there are several actions the City, 
and broader community, continue to undertake to 
ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘŜ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƻǳǎΣ 
equitable, resilient post-carbon City.

Central to environmental sustainability and 
climate resiliency is changing how the City works 
and advancing municipal climate policy to make a 
positive difference on the organization and the 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ 
ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ 
Change Emergency Declaration and consists of 
two major streamsΥ

ClimateMitigation: reduction of greenhouse 
gases 

ClimateAdaptation: decreasing impacts and 
preparing for unavoidable impacts of a changing 
ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ



Hamilton's Climate Action Strategy

Community Energy & Emissions Plan

The Community Energy and Emissions Plan (CEEP) 

addresses climate mitigation, that is, the reduction of 

greenhouse gases.

Climate Change Impact Adaptation Plan

The Climate Change Impact Adaptation Plan (CCIAP) 

addresses climate adaptation, that is, decreasing impacts 

and preparing for unavoidable impacts of a changing 

climate.



Background

Community Energy & Emissions Plan

The Community Energy and Emissions Plan is a long-term plan to meet 
IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΣ 
reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and fostering local 
sustainable and community-supported energy solutions. The plan 
includes every aspect of city-wide energy use and GHG emissions, from 
homes to transportation to industry to waste.

In 2019, Council declared a Climate Change Emergency and directed 
staff to identify and investigate actions to achieve net-zero carbon 
emissions by 2050. ReCharge Hamilton is a Community Energy and 
9Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ tƭŀƴ ό/99tύ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀȅǎ ƻǳǘ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 
strategy for responding to the climate emergency.
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Phase 4 

Final Green 
Building 

Standards and 
Checklist Tool

Phase 3

Draft Green 
Building 

Standard and 
Checklist Tool

Phase 2

Baseline 
Review and 

Early 
Engagement

Phase 1 

Initial Planning

Project Scope and Timeline

Q3 2024Q4 2023 ïQ2 2024Q3 ïQ4 2023Q3 2023



Engagement Overview 



Engagement Overview

Phase 1 

Initial Planning

Q3 2023

Phase 2 

Baseline Review and 

Early Engagement

Q3 ïQ4 2023

Phase 3 

Draft Green Building Standard 

and Checklist Tool

Q4 ïQ1 2024

Phase 4 

Final Green Building 

Standards and Checklist 

Tool

Q2 2024

Two in-person focus 

groups, one with City 

staff, and a second with 

City staff, developers 

and builders, community 

organizations, and post-

secondary institutions.

1 One virtual workshop with 

City staff focused on 

implementation of the GBS.

2

One workshop with interested 

parties in the development 

industry.

3

One virtual public open house.4

A dedicated Engage Hamilton 

GBS engagement project 

page.

5

Two online surveys conducted 

on the Engage Hamilton GBS 

project page.

6

Additional one-on-one meetings with City staff working in various 

departments and with different subject matter expertise
7


