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Motion Memorandum 

 

Subject:  Buy Canada Resolution 

To:    Council  

From:    Mayor Marianne Meed Ward 

Seconded by:  Councillor Kelvin Galbraith 

Date to Committee:  N/A   

Date to Council:  January 28, 2025 

CIP date:    January 31, 2025 

  

Motion for Council to Consider: 

Whereas United States President Donald Trump has indicated he is planning to impose 

25% tariffs on Canada February 1st; and 

Whereas tariffs would lead to massive job losses and economic instability in both 

countries; and 

Whereas municipalities will be on the frontlines of the economic fallout, and want to offer 

our support for a Team Canada response; and 

Whereas municipalities have significant purchasing power through our capital and 

infrastructure programs; and 

Whereas Burlington’s capital program for 2025 is $100 million; and 

Whereas according to data from the Association of Municipalities of Ontario, across 

Ontario municipalities are expected to spend $250 - $290 billion on infrastructure in the 

next 10 years; and 

Whereas Federal and Provincial leaders are encouraging Canadians to Buy Canadian; 

and 

Whereas municipalities have traditionally been prevented by trade agreements from 

giving preference to Buy Canadian; and 

Whereas municipalities can assist in the Team Canada effort to combat tariffs and support 

businesses in our procurement for capital and infrastructure programs. 

Now therefore be it resolved that Burlington Council: 
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Stand with Team Canada to persuade decision-makers that tariffs are not in the best 

interests of Canadian or American consumers and businesses; and 

Endorse the federal and provincial call for Buy Canadian; and 

Call on the federal and provincial governments to work with municipalities on measures 

to protect Canadian consumers and businesses; and 

Ask the federal and provincial governments to remove any impediments to 

municipalities preferring Canadian companies for capital projects and supplies. 

Be it further resolved that the City Clerk forward this resolution to the following 

organizations along with the request to endorse the same or similar: 

 Association of Municipalities of Ontario 

 Federation of Canadian Municipalities 

 Ontario Big City Mayors Caucus 

 Big City Mayors of the Federation of Canadian Municipalities 

 Halton MPs 

 Halton MPPs 

 Halton Local Municipalities 

 

Strategic Alignment 
(Select all that apply) 

☐ Designing and delivering complete communities 

 Providing the best services and experiences 

☐ Protecting and improving the natural environment and taking action on climate 

change 

☐ Driving organizational performance 

 

 

Approved as per form by the City Clerk 


