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2 Hatt Street est. 1804 Richard Hatt

Canadian Military History, Bruce Forsyth, January 2021

The historic building was
originally as a storage and
office building next to his
business, Dundas Mills.

During the War of 1812, it
served as a temporary
barracks for some 7,000
British soldiers and their native
warrior allies who descended
upon the town in the fall of
1813.

Hatt had previously hosted
Major-General Isaac Brock,
commander of British Forces
in Upper Canada, who stayed
in the building on 9 August
1812, while en route to the
Battle of Queenston Heights.






Parks Canada’s 2019 Whole City Approach & “Framework for History and
Commemoration: National Historic Sites System Plan” outlines ten key practices
for engaging and connecting with audiences, capturing their imaginations and
sparking their curiosity:

1.
2.
3.

N o oA

(00

Craft big stories.
Address conflict and controversy.

Seek opportunities for Indigenous peoples to share and communicate their history,
on their own terms.

. Realize that history is written from a worldview.
. Share authority.

Emphasize a full range of voices, perspectives and experiences.

. Acknowledge that humans have touched all heritage places, including parks and

natural areas.

. Recognize that power dynamics affect understandings of heritage places.
0.

E>l<plore the spectrum of powerful memories and meanings attached to heritage
places.

10.Appreciate that interpretations of the past are constantly evolving.

https://hamiltoncivicmuseums.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Hamilton-Civic-Museum-Strategy. pdf



https://hamiltoncivicmuseums.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Hamilton-Civic-Museum-Strategy.pdf

MacNab's Kitchen

In the 19th century servants were
employed in large homes like
Dundurn to do a variety of tasks
such as cleaning, polishing and
cooking. Assisted by Dundurn’s
Cook Demonstrators, guests will
work together to make a traditional
recipe in our historic kitchen.

Visitors will also have the
opportunity to explore with
costumed staff over 40 rooms and
discover the history of the MacNab
family and the servants who lived
and worked below stairs.

https://hamiltoncivicmuseums.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2021/12/Hamilton-Civic-Museum- r;;g:r?i::]/llam|ltonC|V|cmuseums.ca/
Strategy.pdf g



https://hamiltoncivicmuseums.ca/learning/
https://hamiltoncivicmuseums.ca/learning/
https://hamiltoncivicmuseums.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Hamilton-Civic-Museum-Strategy.pdf
https://hamiltoncivicmuseums.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Hamilton-Civic-Museum-Strategy.pdf
https://hamiltoncivicmuseums.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Hamilton-Civic-Museum-Strategy.pdf

Black Presence in Hamilton-Dundas

* Black people have been in Hamilton-Dundas since the 1700s
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/black-history-1.4543788

* Coloured Corpsin War of 1812 numbered about 40 Black men who
trained at Fort George, Niagara on the Lake, and fought at Queenston
Heights. Alongside the 415t foot regiment, they “fired a single volley
with considerable execution, and then charged with a tremendous tumult,
bringing about the Americans' surrender

e approximately 120 Black soldiers, of the Coloured Corps, fought alongside
the government forces to suppress the 1837-8 Upper Canada rebellion. Sir
Allan MacNab, a prominent figure in the loyalist movement, commanded
the government volunteers that included these Black soldiers.

— The Canadian Encyclopedia

”


https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/black-history-1.4543788
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Out Of The Storied Past

Beasley Family Builders O..f Fine Homes In Hamilton
One Fine Example Stands In Constant Use Today

Lived First On Dundurn Castle Site
Devoted Slave Settled In Cottage

“By Mabel Burkholder _

Looking at the subject of rl-nm-'gmundshuf Dundul?._a E]argc -:Ehile._

: . ] 1 A3 : -| trame Ouse  on ing uatreest ast, |
Fslu.: and tml:luslra?i bulldlmg in Hlarfa i Bl i i s
ilton from the point of time, it _m1g “.il}' homestead. There are reports to|
ke well to start in the 1820°s, al-'ip. effect that Richard Beasley also|
‘thﬂ'l.t,'!;h at that time there were few had a store on K[HE Street East, 11.43.-['
houses other than the log structures | far  from Ferguson Avenue. !‘uilss_l
of the first settlers. Wood was abun- | Margaret PBeasley, who gave me much
dant, cheap and of excellent qual-|of the material for this article, does|
itv. and gradually il became easier not feel very clear about her great-
to get the boards sawn and plancd.!glandfatherﬁ venture in store keep-|
Also some people learned to make |ing. She doesnt feel sure that he
bricks from the ¢lay -of their own|even ran a store, although she !-:nnws;
farms. Gradually the settlers u..i:-;l-qug;:‘hcrc are reports to :hat_efﬁ:clﬂ T}ld'
i [ i 3 ity (has seen newspaper clippings o e |
35 e e et e S s [ T S AR e She |

by building better dwellings than sul |
their parents had been forced to put thinks the place might have been
up with. A few noteworthy homes rather a depor for the receiving

Thomaz Beasley, son of Henry (who!

struggled into existence, though there{
was nothing in the 1820's in Ham-|
ilton 'that could ke called architec-
ture.. An old newspaper report|
which lies hefore me says that there
were five brick houses in Hamilton|

and selling of furs. for Richard Beas-|
ley for a long time was interested)
in trade with the Indians.

Richard Beaslev was also an ag-
riculturist of no mean ahbility, for in|
almost a magil.‘la] way, as_it would |

— e Saaaa=

| The 84,000 whits worms, which de-|

Keziah married Nehemiah Ford, the devoted servitor lived until his
sixth mayor of the city. death in 1874,
Mary Sarah married Patrick Ham- The Eoantals

i But for our purpose in studying
the builldings erected by the Beasley
family in early days., we are glad
to note that one fine example is

still standing and in constant use.
for many vears was city clerk), gave <*ccording to Colonel Richard Beas-

Wilson a cottage at the Delta. Here,  1€¥$ plan to provide each of his
after his working days were over, 5008 With a home, he caused to be

eiecled for his second son. David
Silk wrﬂl'ms ME](E: Clement, a fine residence on King
Sufficient Thread

Street west, south side, at Margaret

Street, and opposite the present Wic-

toria Park. Tt has been known in

: J modern times as the Fountain, be-

{cause of the hittle statuette on  the

FUI' FE“’ HDEE lawn, Tepresenting two - children

D ; ich.. 1354

: enrhgrnrMmh S:Bpt 13, ':UP:'_'_'_iwater of the fountain drips. Here

t sounds like heavy paper being David lived until his death in 1849,

crinkled as the thousands of silk|His wife (Eliza Ryckman) died in

worms eat their weight in mulberry | 1845 aged 25 years. David and his

T, |wife were buried beneath tombs in

: ! [the gravevard in the rear of Christ's
The scene is not Japan, however. Church Cathedral.

| This fine old house is in colonial
vour two tons of mulberry leaves aiSi}'Ef-E. comprising a second storey de-
month, are working for the Ford | Ve'opment of the cupola, a MNew
Pl ’ "% |England feature called a ‘monitor

e e e |

named Wilsom., owned by Henry|
Beasley, who when slavery was abol-
ished would mot leave his mastér.|

‘holding an umbrella over which the

B e e - | PRSP |



To the Colored Inhabitants of Hamilton and
its vicinity:

I receive, my fiiends, with feslings of
graatest pleasnre the address you wers 20
Zoad 2= to present to me an the accasion of
oy retwm o my family and friends, and I
beE vou will allory me o szmure vou of the
high sensze I entertzin of the honor vou have
dane me in the sentiments expressed thersin
respecting noy pablic service in this colomy
genarally, and al=o towards: yourzelies in
particular, in hering your address, in
conjunction with vour zealows, sincers, amd
expcellent friend. Dr. BEgiph, to the foot of the
thrane of ;ur beloved soversizm.

It affords me grest satisfaction to state to
v, that Her hsjesty and His Foyal
Hizbmssz Prince Albeart, ware pleasad to
receive vour address most graciowsly: and I
hava it I cornmand from His Foyal
Hizbmsss to assure ywou, that Her Majesty
will ever bear i roind the just claims vou
possess on her sracious protection and care,
both a3 respects your well fhed lovalty and

devotion to her person and socerranent fna
zeazpn of sreat peril and diffcolty, and a=

freemen zsakins the enjoymmert of that
liberty, which can oaly exist in a conatry
with & constitutional like our own, which not
oaly proclaimes in theory that all men ars
fres and eguoal wnder the law, bt acmalhy
strikes the chain and the fatter from the
limnbs of the slave, and makes him “fae
indeed ™

The kind and hozpitabls reception I have
med with from 21l ranks and conditions of
men, m the land of oy fathers, has mads 3
desp and lesting inpression on nry heart;

and as yon rejodce with me in this, I am
1 _ ] tod of il
tronbles and pablic rrazions fom 2

meighborims States, ] 2m in sopps respects
indebiad for thet resard wath which T have
besn personally honaored, during my absence

The caze of Melson Hackst, to which you
alhade, hias already been kmowm to me and T
am kappy to =3y, has been broonsht wuder the
nofice of her hlajesty’s govenumeant and the
Imperiz] Parlisment where T sm sire it will
receive all of the attention s zreat
importance demands, I shall, homrevrer, be
most happey o panise the papsTs yon have
prepared on the subject, and yvou may rely on
nTy 0sing every ensriion in ooy power to
procure 2 foll reasure of justice for the
injured parties.

For the expression of your good wishes for
the welfare of moyself samd family, as well a=
for the tender of vour support and
confidence, I bes vwon will accept oy
wanneast thanmks. [ hape I may evear continos
to dezarve these marks of vour regard amd
axtearn snd yon may rest assured that yon
will at all timees fnd me ready to advocate
for vouor cauze, and maintain your rights and
liberties azzinst “the injustices of =laws
Claimers " and army wiho may sesk to opprazs
vl In the meantims . wishing you all every
happiness vou can dasira.

I am_ your fadthiil friend,
And obedient senyamt,

mMaCHAB

1841-2
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richer in wealtk of clEfmbing. branoh-
Ing, Aowering things, = sl pnd
n meErwmork of itreflHmE vines and b
moming shrubs thrsags s'hich ke aun
poep==d mughine.

Tie=s woarae Hlacs, Hlecs soesier
pwresf=sl. oy Habed, evarywhaes,
ard the boonke hawihorrea resisd fhelr
irmym of mmaw an Uhe tobtterng fence's
old grey hepds wwhilse fhe pemillul

prinklH s ] ETave, acondels Eore=st

e  whisgered a0fily im Lhe ra=lng
=i o each orlesr o~Ff what AHTeTEN=
clmneE= they coizlhil =ecall 1T they wilhabhsad

old geEmtlEaman showsd sncos(lsnk caace
in hla selection of & ballEingy alls o=
whish L= piescs he fhen, handsosemes
T A more charmbng spot of thie
Eind could BEucdly b lmmmieed, chesr-
ol bo B deErres. BNl pomEcEsihE TELhF
besEilfal peepa away 9 bBlus dislanca
Aalbaye  Dumdas. o Filambooo,  w=lth

preitigst |I=maginabie fooegproend aof

hesme meAanary,
I

A Bouses st om @ IO eEd sOCToUTid-
ed with Eine bl Thbsp Bme Al InfAloits
cupabilities swem when Neglest s o
B Sartcd] En o de Lhelr woorwl

THE OLTE T HoTUE=.

of what wan, befors changs acd dealhh
and mmiabificy wroagkt havoo with
Lhe ol hisusss oo L_IJE: Thill

Fiarly En the thirchkes =n Engllah
ecnflemon of the name of Srmooncds,
who, had mades a soesidorable foriane

Thomgh ©mpry Bde, ook seepk oor
EEernbsteed, ablll a flance &b the-slleat
roomeE with chelr high cellingm, soodly
propoctiona and  wall-Eeed windows
reveaals mo-dcniably 2he Ffact thast thes
old plece woas deeiypsd and ol by
Eentleman, for seplefedl s Ova i5—
aed Eere, sEl jusdy the WTWest Indian

Ir the West Indleaa, happaned sirmnme—
¥ &n B fo sotche foF a Cl=oo ot An-
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pores 1B 2]l ssfendlng =Sortl o L b
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Erowght from the West Indimm hosoe,
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the Amcastrisnn Stages Bsing Enlabed,
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Blacks in Ancaster in
1830s: Pen and Pencil
Sketches of Wentworth
Landmarks, Alma Dick
Lauder, 1897



5.1.2 Historical/Associative Value of 2 Hatt Street

The New Dundas Mills (so named for its proximity to
Dundas Street) was a mill complex which first began as a
sawmill in 1799 and was expanded upon in 1800, before
being purchased by Samuel Hatt (1776-1842), Richard
Hatt (1769-1819), and Manuel Overfield (1773-1839) Iin
1804. Together, these three men, likely using the labour
of indentured servants and enslaved persons, had the
mill complex further expanded, constructing additional
buildings including 2 Hatt Street, which served as a store.




A NORTH-SIDE VIEW OF SLAVERTY.

'THE REFUGEE:

OR THE

NARRATIVES OF FUGITIVE SLAVES IN CANADA.

RELATED BY THEMSELVYES,

AR N
& ; s WITH

AX ACCOUNT OF THE HISTORY AND CONDITION OF THE
COLOBED POPULATION OF UPPER CANADA.

BY

BENJAMIN DREW.

BOSTON:

PUBLISHED BY JOHN P. JEWETT AND COMPANY. =

CLEVELAND, OHIO:
JEWELT, PFROCTCGR AND WORTHINGTON.
NEW YORK: SHELDON, LAMPORT AND BLAKEMAN. :
LLmr:nox: TREBNER AND CO. ..

185 6.

| am now more than ninety years old. ..
At twelve years old [1807] | was sold by
[Chief Joseph] Brant to an Englishman in
Ancaster, for 100 dollars— his name was
Samuel Hatt, and | lived with him seven
years: then the white people said | was
free, and put me up to running away. He
did not stop me — he said he could not
take the law into his own hands.

Drew, Benjamin. The Refugee: Narratives of Fugitive
Slaves in Canada (Voyageur Classics Book 11) (p.
186). Dundurn. Kindle Edition.
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