
Hamilton-Dundas history:  
Commemorating Sophia Pooley 

(c. 1775-1860)
in

2 Hatt Street Heritage Designation



2 Hatt Street est. 1804 Richard Hatt The historic building was 
originally as a storage and 
office building next to his 
business, Dundas Mills.
During the War of 1812, it 
served as a temporary 
barracks for some 7,000 
British soldiers and their native 
warrior allies who descended 
upon the town in the fall of 
1813. 
Hatt had previously hosted 
Major-General Isaac Brock, 
commander of British Forces 
in Upper Canada, who stayed 
in the building on 9 August 
1812, while en route to the 
Battle of Queenston Heights.Canadian Military History, Bruce Forsyth, January 2021





Parks Canada’s 2019  Whole City Approach & “Framework for History and 
Commemoration: National Historic Sites System Plan” outlines ten key practices 
for engaging and connecting with audiences, capturing their imaginations and 
sparking their curiosity: 
1. Craft big stories. 
2. Address conflict and controversy. 
3. Seek opportunities for Indigenous peoples to share and communicate their history, 

on their own terms. 
4. Realize that history is written from a worldview. 
5. Share authority. 
6. Emphasize a full range of voices, perspectives and experiences. 
7. Acknowledge that humans have touched all heritage places, including parks and 

natural areas. 
8. Recognize that power dynamics affect understandings of heritage places. 
9. Explore the spectrum of powerful memories and meanings attached to heritage 

places. 
10.Appreciate that interpretations of the past are constantly evolving. 
https://hamiltoncivicmuseums.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Hamilton-Civic-Museum-Strategy.pdf 

https://hamiltoncivicmuseums.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Hamilton-Civic-Museum-Strategy.pdf


MacNab's Kitchen

In the 19th century servants were 
employed in large homes like 
Dundurn to do a variety of tasks 
such as cleaning, polishing and 
cooking. Assisted by Dundurn’s 
Cook Demonstrators, guests will 
work together to make a traditional 
recipe in our historic kitchen. 

Visitors will also have the 
opportunity to explore with 
costumed staff over 40 rooms and 
discover the history of the MacNab 
family and the servants who lived 
and worked below stairs.

https://hamiltoncivicmuseums.ca/
learning/

https://hamiltoncivicmuseums.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2021/12/Hamilton-Civic-Museum-
Strategy.pdf

https://hamiltoncivicmuseums.ca/learning/
https://hamiltoncivicmuseums.ca/learning/
https://hamiltoncivicmuseums.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Hamilton-Civic-Museum-Strategy.pdf
https://hamiltoncivicmuseums.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Hamilton-Civic-Museum-Strategy.pdf
https://hamiltoncivicmuseums.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Hamilton-Civic-Museum-Strategy.pdf


Black Presence in Hamilton-Dundas

• Black people have been in Hamilton-Dundas since the 1700s 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/black-history-1.4543788 

• Coloured Corps in War of 1812 numbered about 40 Black men who 
trained at Fort George, Niagara on the Lake, and fought at Queenston 
Heights.  Alongside the 41st foot regiment, they “fired a single volley 
with considerable execution, and then charged with a tremendous tumult,” 
bringing about the Americans' surrender

• approximately 120 Black soldiers, of the Coloured Corps, fought alongside 
the government forces to suppress the 1837-8 Upper Canada rebellion. Sir 
Allan MacNab, a prominent figure in the loyalist movement, commanded 
the government volunteers that included these Black soldiers.

– The Canadian Encyclopedia

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/black-history-1.4543788




1841-2



Blacks in Ancaster in 
1830s:  Pen and Pencil 
Sketches of Wentworth 
Landmarks, Alma Dick 
Lauder, 1897 



5.1.2 Historical/Associative Value of 2 Hatt Street

The New Dundas Mills (so named for its proximity to 
Dundas Street) was a mill complex which first began as a 
sawmill in 1799 and was expanded upon in 1800, before 
being purchased by Samuel Hatt (1776-1842), Richard 
Hatt (1769-1819), and Manuel Overfield (1773-1839) in 
1804. Together, these three men, likely using the labour 
of indentured servants and enslaved persons, had the 
mill complex further expanded, constructing additional 
buildings including 2 Hatt Street, which served as a store. 



I am now more than ninety years old. . . 
At twelve years old [1807] I was sold by 
[Chief Joseph] Brant to an Englishman in 
Ancaster, for 100 dollars— his name was 
Samuel Hatt, and I lived with him seven 
years: then the white people said I was 
free, and put me up to running away. He 
did not stop me — he said he could not 
take the law into his own hands. 

Drew, Benjamin. The Refugee: Narratives of Fugitive 
Slaves in Canada (Voyageur Classics Book 11) (p. 
186). Dundurn. Kindle Edition. 
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