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Background
1980s 
First surveyed

2013
Addition to Municipal Heritage Register

2013
Preliminary heritage evaluation prepared

2022
Identified as a high priority for review for 
designation

2024
Outreach for consultation and feedback 
on draft heritage evaluations from 
2SLGBTQ+ communities
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Recommendation for Designation 
Under Part IV of the OHA

54 King Street East
Ontario Regulation 9/06 Criteria (8 of 9)

• Design / Physical (Criteria #1, #2)

• Historical / Associative (Criteria #4, #5, #6)

• Contextual (Criteria #7, #8, #9)

Circa 1950
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Heritage Evaluation
Ontario Regulation 9/06 Criteria

Design / Physical Value

1. The property is a representative 
example of a commercial bank 
building designed in the Beaux-
Arts Classicism architectural style.

2. The property displays a high degree 
of artistic merit.

3. The property is not considered to 
demonstrate a high degree of 
technical or scientific achievement.

Circa 1950
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Heritage Evaluation
Ontario Regulation 9/06 Criteria

Hamilton Spectator, November 3, 1914
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Heritage Evaluation
Ontario Regulation 9/06 Criteria
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Heritage Evaluation
Ontario Regulation 9/06 Criteria

Circa 1950 February 2025
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Heritage Evaluation
Ontario Regulation 9/06 Criteria

2025 2012
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Heritage Evaluation
Ontario Regulation 9/06 Criteria

Historical / Associative Value
4. The property has historical value for its 

direct associations with the banking 
industry and 2SLGBTQ+ communities in 
Hamilton.

5. The property yields information that 
contributes to an understanding of 
Hamilton’s early twentieth-century 
downtown communities and 2SLGBTQ+ 
communities.

6. The property demonstrates and reflects 
the work and ideas of the nationally 
prominent firm Bond & Smith architects.

Post-1954
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Heritage Evaluation
Ontario Regulation 9/06 Criteria

August 6, 1910June 1, 1916
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Heritage Evaluation
Ontario Regulation 9/06 Criteria

MacKay Building, 66 King Street East
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Heritage Evaluation
Ontario Regulation 9/06 Criteria

Circa 1980s/90s
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Heritage Evaluation
Ontario Regulation 9/06 Criteria

2012
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Heritage Evaluation
Ontario Regulation 9/06 Criteria

December 12, 2007
December 17, 2007



16

Planning and Economic Development
Planning Division, Heritage and Urban Design

Heritage Evaluation
Ontario Regulation 9/06 Criteria

Contextual Value
7. The property is important in defining the character of the area.

8. The property is visually, historically and physically linked to its surroundings.

9. The property is considered to be a local landmark. 

Circa 1970s
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Heritage Evaluation
Ontario Regulation 9/06 Criteria

Circa 1960s

Circa 1930s
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Heritage Evaluation
Ontario Regulation 9/06 Criteria

Still of 54 King Street East from the Umbrella Academy Netflix TV show
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Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest 
(Summary)

The property at 54 King Street East is comprised of a three storey high 
commercial bank building constructed in 1914, with design value as a 
representative example of Beaux-Arts Classicism Bank and demonstrates a 
high degree of artistic merit. 

The property has historical and associative value for its association with 
Hamilton’s banking industry, 2SLGBTQ+ communities, has the potential to 
yield information about Hamilton’s 2SLGBTQ+ and early twentieth century 
downtown communities, and is demonstrative of the work of Bond & Smith 
architects.

The property is important in defining the character of the area, is historically, 
physically, and visually linked to its surroundings, and is a landmark.
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Description of Heritage Attributes 
(Summary)

The key attributes that embody the physical value of the property as a 
representative example of a commercial bank building designed in the 
Beaux-Arts Classicism architectural style and is associated with early-
nineteenth century banking institutions, late-twentieth century 2SLGBTQ+ 
communities and events, and Bond & Smith architects and which display a 
high degree of artistic merit includes:

• The front (north) elevation and roofline of the three-storey building, including 
its:
o Symmetrical façade clad with Ohio Canyon cut stone with;

o an even-course finish, and; 
o carved decorative details;

o Flat-headed window openings and multi-pane metal windows; and
o Recessed central entrance.

Key attributes that embody the contextual value of the property include its:
• Location fronting onto King Street East. 
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Staff Recommendation

That the City Clerk be directed to give notice of Council’s intention to designate 54 King Street 
East, Hamilton, shown in Appendix “A” attached to Report PED25102, as a property of cultural 
heritage value pursuant to the provisions of Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act, in 
accordance with the Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest and Description of Heritage 
Attributes, attached as Appendix “B” to Report PED25102, subject to the following:

(a) If no objections are received to the notice of intention to designate in accordance with the 
Ontario Heritage Act, City Council directs staff to introduce the necessary by-law to designate 
the property to be of cultural heritage value or interest to City Council;

(a) If an objection to the notice of intention to designate is received in accordance with the Ontario 
Heritage Act, City Council directs staff to report back to Planning Committee to allow Council 
to consider the objection and decide whether or not to withdraw the notice of intention to 
designate the property.
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