


Section C.  INFORMATION REGARDING THE PROPOSED NAME 

Kenneth Hall - Selected List of Awards  

1987 Distinguished Service Award, McMaster University Alumni Assoc. 

1996  Environmentalist of the Year, Hamilton environmental groups  

2006 Ontario Senior Achievement Award, Ontario government 

2007 Dundas Community Awards- RBC Citizen of the Year 

2011 Lifetime Achievement, Bay Area Restoration Council 

2014  Citizen Award, Conservation Halton 

2016 Ontario Medal for Good Citizenship, Lieutenant Governor 

2018 Degree Doctor of Laws (LLD), McMaster University 

2019 The Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteers, Governor General of Canada 

2019 Order of Hamilton, City of Hamilton  

2024 Senior of the Year Award - Innovation, City of Hamilton 

 

Description of the Awards 

1987 Distinguished Service Award, McMaster University Alumni Assoc. 

The Distinguished Alumni Award recognizes McMaster University graduates who have 

attained a high level of distinction and achievement through scholarship, research, 

teaching, creative contributions to the arts or sciences and/or service to society. This 

Award is intended to honour alumni whose accomplishments and contributions are of 

national and/or international significance, and/or have had a seminal or transformative 

impact on their field of endeavour.  

1996  Environmentalist of the Year, Hamilton environmental groups  

The Dr. Victor Cecilioni Award winner for the Environmentalist of the Year in 1996 is Ken 

Hall, a name justly synonymous with the successes of the Hamilton Harbour Remedial 

Action Plan. 

Ken has played the central role in the development of the Bay Area Restoration Council 

since its inception in 1991, serving as its Executive Director before terms as Vice 

President and President. He sits on several BARC committees and represents it on 

several more. He also served as Ontario president of the remedial action public advisory 

committees and has played an important role in the development of the RAP in Severn 

Sound. 

He has been the co-ordinator of the Nature Walkathon, chair of the Niagara Escarpment 

World Biosphere Reserve Interpretive Centre committee, and recently represented 

Hamilton-Wentworth’s sustainability initiatives in Mexico and Gaza, likely making him 

the busiest retiree in Hamilton-Wentworth. 



Ken is a tireless seeker of ‘win-win’ solutions. He generates 

ideas, designs projects, finds funding, takes the lead in 

implementing them, and usually does much of the ‘grunt’ work 

that guarantees their success. Just one example is the 

Classroom Botanical Nursery Program that has recruited 

22,000 students in over 800 classes to grow plants for wetland 

restoration. 

Ken is an inspiration to everyone who works with him. He is 

known for practical and realistic measures to protect the 

environment and ensure their sustainability, and he searches 

for no other reward than a better future. 

2006 Ontario Senior Achievement Award, Ontario government 

2007     Dundas Community Awards- RBC Citizen of the Year 

2011 Lifetime Achievement, Bay Area Restoration Council 

2014  Citizen Award, Conservation Halton 

2016 Ontario Medal for Good Citizenship, Lieutenant Governor 

Kenneth Hall of Dundas is a long-serving environmental advocate and volunteer who 

helped found the Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action Plan. Forever an educator, Ken 

continues to teach others about the Niagara Escarpment World Biosphere Reserve and 

the importance of its preservation.  

2018 Degree Doctor of Laws (LL.D), McMaster University   

Founder, visionary, leader, unsung hero, a talent for inspiring others to volunteer, and a 

staunch protector of the environment are just a handful of the many ways people refer 

to [Ken} Hall. 

2019 The Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteers, Governor General 

The Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteers (SMV) is a national award that recognizes the 

volunteer achievements of Canadians from across the country in a wide range of fields. 

It is the highest honour for volunteer service that an individual can receive within the 

Canadian Honours System  

Passion, dedication and a commitment to community are the driving forces behind the 

volunteers who receive the Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteers. The medal recognizes the 

exceptional volunteer achievements of Canadians from across the country in a wide 

range of fields and pays tribute to the dedication and commitment of volunteers. They 

embody the caring country we aspire to build. 



2019 Order of Hamilton, City of Hamilton 

Kenneth began teaching elementary school in 1955 transitioning to secondary school to 

become a geography department head, a vice principal and a principal. He retired in 

1989 to work as a full-time volunteer. As a key stakeholder of the Hamilton Harbour 

Remedial Action Plan, the Fish and Wildlife Habitat Council and the Giant’s Rib Discovery 

Centre, Ken has placed great emphasis on education. Ken was involved in the 

development of the Cootes Paradise Fishway, the Great Lakes first two-way fishway to 

prevent invasive species from entering Cootes. In the early 1990s, Kenneth was a 

primary leader in the formation of the Hamilton Bay Area Restoration Council and played 

a key role for 30 years with the Hamilton naturalist Club as their representative on the 

Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action Plan. 

 2024 Senior of the Year Award - Innovation, City of Hamilton 

At 94 years old Ken continues to display his leadership skills by creating new 

initiatives/programs that benefit others. As a resident of Amica Dundas, Ken founded 

and continues to organize the Amica Performer’s Group. For the past three years, this 

group has provided entertainment to the 80+ residents of Amica Dundas four times a 

year including recent performances of “Fiddler on the Roof” and “My Fair Lady”, both 

directed by Ken. 

In addition to the quality of life Ken brings to the residents of Amica Dundas, he is also a 

member of the McMaster University Alumni Association where he has established 

various programs to honour alumni and has help to increase partnerships and donations. 

For his dedication and contributions to the alumni, Ken was recognized and received a 

“Dr. of Laws” from McMaster University. A Ken Hall bursary was also established for 

graduating students. 

Ken was also involved in the Remedial Action Plan for Hamilton’s Harbour by helping to 

coordinate a team of experts, the Bay Area Restoration Council. Ken has received various 

recognition awards for his dedication to the restoration of Hamilton’s Harbour, including 

the Good Citizenship Award from the federal government. As a member and past 

president of the Rotary Club in Dundas, Ken contributed to various projects in Dundas 

including building Creekside Park. 
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Kenneth Hall Letters of Support 

 

 

List of Support Letters written to the Mayor’s Office 

from the 2020 Order of Hamilton award nomination 

 

1. Marilyn Baxter 

Retired, Environment Manager, Hamilton Port Authority 

Former Executive Director, Bay Area Restoration Council 

 

 

2. Karen McQuigge 

Director, Alumni Engagement 

McMaster University  

 

 

3. Wayne Elgie 

Family Friend 

 

 

4. Aaron E. Almos 

Retired HWDSB Teacher 
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Kenneth Hall Print Media 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 







 

 



Giant’s Rib Discovery Centre brochure 2014 

 

  



Bay Area Restoration Council 2025 On-line 
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Kenneth Hall Biography 

 

Ken is a giving, caring, inspiring and visionary citizen of Hamilton and Dundas  

         -      a tireless seeker of ‘win-win’ solutions.  

Born in Hamilton, then moving to Dundas to raise his family, this 95-year-old dedicated 

his life to serving others. Ken’s teaching career began in elementary school transitioning 

to secondary school to become a geography department head, a vice principal and a 

principal. He retired in 1989 and continued to work - as a full-time volunteer.  

Here is a summary of some of his accomplishments, featuring many of projects he 

initiated and organizations he served.  

• In the secondary school system, Ken coached many young athletes in track and 

field, culminating in an OFSSA championship.  

 

• In 1997, as an active member of the Rotary Club of Dundas, Ken participated in a 

trip to Nepal for the Polio Plus Immunization Day. He treasures that inspirational 

opportunity. 

 

• A graduate of McMaster University, he was instrumental in revitalizing the 

McMaster Alumni Association. As President, he established the Alumni Gallery.  

 

• Retired, Ken focused his efforts on the environment, jumping on board with the 

Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action Plan (RAP), representing the Hamilton 

Naturalists’ Club.  

o He joined the Fish & Wildlife Committee, endorsing its concept for The 

Fishway (under the High Level Bridge), enabling native fish species to once 

again spawn in Cootes Paradise marsh. 

 

• In 1991, he brought together citizens, scientists, politicians and planners forming 

the influential Bay Area Restoration Council (BARC) first as President, then as 

Executive Director, then as volunteer.  

 

o Ken inspired many of his friends and supporters who subsequently 

dedicated their career (volunteer and paid) to the cleanup of Hamilton 

Harbour or to environmental causes, all crediting Ken for his mentorship. 

 



o He was instrumental in the planning of the City of Hamilton’s Millennial 

Project in 2000, the Waterfront Trail from Cootes Paradise to Bayfront 

Park.  

o Ken is especially proud of the programs he initiated while at BARC, 

including the educational Classroom Mini Marsh, Marsh Volunteer 

Plantings and the Hamilton-Halton Watershed Stewardship Program, still 

running to this day - 30 years later! 

 

• In 1992, the former Region of Hamilton-Wentworth adopted Vision 2020. Ken 

was chair of the Citizens’ Committee, bringing with him the Hamilton Harbour 

RAP’s stakeholder approach and high regard for public consultation. 

 

• Ken conceived of, founded and raised $400,000 for the Giant’s Rib Discovery 

Centre (housed for many years at the Dundas Valley Trail Centre) which invited 

the public to learn more about the Niagara Escarpment. He was inspired by his 

countless hikes along the Bruce Trail. 

 

• Ken was recognized with many prestigious awards. Notably, in 2018, Ken received 

an honourary Doctor of Laws (LL.D) from McMaster University. “Founder, 

visionary, leader, unsung hero, a talent for inspiring others to volunteer, and a 

staunch protector of the environment are just a handful of the many ways people 

refer to Ken Hall.” 

 

• Ken would like to be remembered for: 

"Attempting to give back to this world as much as I take from it." 

 

Ever modest, Ken consistently gives credit to others while quietly proud of how his 

contributions have helped shape our City and its leaders. We are so proud of him! 






