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Purpose of the Presentation
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• Outline the history of provincial and municipal policy development, pertaining to urban 

boundary expansions.  

• Outline the Framework for Reviewing and Processing Urban Boundary Expansion 

Applications.

• Provide a roadmap explaining how we got to this stage of reviewing the privately initiated 

urban boundary expansion applications for the Elfrida and White Church Lands.
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Timeline of Urban Boundary Policy Decisions
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City of Hamilton 

Municipal 

Comprehensive 

Review/GRIDS 2 

begins

2017

Council approves a 

"no urban 

boundary 

expansion" growth 

strategy

Nov 2021

June 2022

Province modifies 

and approves the 

City's OPs, adding 

~2,200 ha to the 

urban boundary

November 2022

December 2022

Council adopts 

UHOPA 167 

& RHOPA 34 

directing all growth 

through 
intensification 

Province proposes 

removal of 795 ha 

from the Greenbelt 

Plan Area within 

Hamilton
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Timeline of Urban Boundary Decisions
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Bill 150 receives 

Royal Assent, 

reverses provincial 

modifications

December 2023

June 2024

October 2024

August 2024

March 2025

Province enacts 

Provincial Planning 

Statement

White Church & 

Elfrida OPA 

applications deemed 

complete

Province enacts  

Bill 185
Council approves 

Draft Framework
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Components of the Framework
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Chronology of Urban Boundary Expansion Appeals
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2023 20252024 2026

Twenty 

Road West

White 

Church

Elfrida

Sulphur 

Springs

Expansion 

Application 

Received/
Deemed 

Complete

Secondary Plan Application 

Submitted/
Deemed Incomplete/

Appealed 

2020 -2022

Expansion 

Application 

Received and 
Deemed 

Complete

Expansion 

Application 

Received/
Deemed 

Incomplete

Expansion 

Application 

Received/
Deemed 

Incomplete

Expansion 

Application 

Deemed 
Complete

Secondary Plan 

Application 

Submitted/
Deemed 

Incomplete

Secondary Plan 

Application 

Appealed to 
OLT

Expansion 

Application 

Appealed to 
OLT

OLT Hearing for 

Expansion 

Applications

OLT deems 

applications 

complete-May 
26, 2025

PM- Sept.9, 
2025

June 25th 

Decision

OLT Hearing for 

Secondary Plan 

Application

120 Days 

To Make a Decision
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Public Consultation
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• Notice of Complete Application & Open Houses

o Newspaper advertisements

o Mailed notices to property owners within 400 metres of subject lands

o Dedicated City webpage

o Urban Boundary Expansion Notification List

• Open Houses

o Two City-led open houses (1 virtual & 1 in-person) 

o Developer-led open house (1 for each application)

• Dedicated Webpage

o City webpage for each application with important information about applications

• Comment Collection

o Comments collected at open houses and via a dedicated email address

• Engagement with Indigenous Communities



Application Review & the Role of Consultants
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Peer Reviews Completed

White Church

• Agricultural Impact Assessment 
(Dillon Consulting)

• Commercial Impact Analysis 
(urbanMetrics Inc.)

• Land Needs Analysis 
(Watson & Associates Economists Ltd.)

• Financial Impact Analysis 

(Watson & Associates Economists Ltd.)

• Noise Feasibility Study 

(EXP Services Inc.)

• Odour Impact Study 
(Alliance Technical Group)

• Energy and Climate Change Assessment (Dillon 
Consulting)
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Elfrida

• Agricultural Impact Assessment 
(Dillon Consulting)

• Land Needs Analysis 
(Watson & Associates Economists Ltd.)

• Financial Impact Analysis 
(Watson & Associates Economists Ltd.)

• Odour Impact Study 

(EXP Services Inc.)

• Energy and Climate Change Assessment (Dillon 

Consulting)



THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING

PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

THE CITY OF HAMILTON  PLANNING  COMMITTEE
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