
From: Viv Saunders >  
Sent: Tuesday, January 27, 2026 11:42 AM 
To: clerk@hamilton.ca; Office of the Mayor <Officeofthe.Mayor@hamilton.ca>; Wilson, Maureen 
<Maureen.Wilson@hamilton.ca>; Kroetsch, Cameron <Cameron.Kroetsch@hamilton.ca>; Nann, Nrinder 
<Nrinder.Nann@hamilton.ca>; Hwang, Tammy <Tammy.Hwang@hamilton.ca>; Francis, Matt 
<Matt.Francis@hamilton.ca>; Jackson, Tom <Tom.Jackson@hamilton.ca>; Pauls, Esther 
<Esther.Pauls@hamilton.ca>; Cooper, Rob <Rob.Cooper@hamilton.ca>; Clark, Brad 
<Brad.Clark@hamilton.ca>; Beattie, Jeff <Jeff.Beattie@hamilton.ca>; Tadeson, Mark 
<Mark.Tadeson@hamilton.ca>; Cassar, Craig <Craig.Cassar@hamilton.ca>; Wilson, Alex 
<Alex.Wilson@hamilton.ca>; Spadafora, Mike <Mike.Spadafora@hamilton.ca>; McMeekin, Ted 
<Ted.McMeekin@hamilton.ca> 
Subject: 2026 Budget - Council Amendment - Tax Assistance - Seniors & Low Income 
 
Good Day, 
 
I noticed that there are some differences between our Tax Assistance programs which have varying 
impacts on the final property tax increase proposed & the affordability of those that are near-homeless.. 
 
As per the recent report to Council on the tax arrears & the tax arrears due to water utility arrears, it is 
clear that some homeowners are struggling.  Choosing to have water bills fall into tax arrears at 1.25% 
monthly interest (15% annual rate) instead of other borrowing tools at much lower rates, means people 
are seriously struggling. 
 
Reality is a good indicator more Hamiltonians might be looking for Property Tax Assistance, hence I am 
respectfully requesting you consider a few amendments to the Budget, the process and the policy 
framework as outlined below: 
 
 

 



Thank you for your consideration.  Please reach out if you require any further information or 
clarification. 
Viv Saunders 
 
 




