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April 6, 2011

The Honourable Deborah Matthews, Minister of Health and Long-Term Care
Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care

Office of the Minister

10" Floor, Hepburn Block

80 Grosvenor Street

Toronto, ON  M7A2C4

Dear Minister,
Re: HPV Publicly Funded Vaccine ~ Male Eligibility

The Board of Health for Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph Health Unit is concerned about the lack of a publicly
funded HPV vaccination program for males.

The Board of Health for Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph Health Unit urges the Ministry of Health and Long-Term
Care to make available the publically funded vaccine to males in grades 8 and until they are 18 years of age.

The HPV vaccine was introduced in 2006 and the supplementary information largely focused on preventing
cervical cancer. In Canada, each year, there are approximately 1,400 women diagnosed with cervical cancer,
with 400 deaths.! In addition, a large portion of vulvar, anal, penile, oral, head and neck cancers are also
associated with HPV infection. Approximately 2,000 cases of oral cancer are diagnosed each year in Canada.
It is estimated that about two-thirds of these cases diagnosed today are caused by HPV.

HPV vaccination is highly effective in decreasing HPV infection and transmission. Vaccination provides
protection from 90% of viruses that cause genital warts,

Although approved by Health Canada in 2010 for use in males, the HPV vaccine is still unavailable as a
publicly funded program for young males in Ontario. To date, the promotion of the HPV vaccine has been
directed at young females, with the media focusing primarily on the direct link between HPV and cervical
cancer. There is a growing body of evidence linking HPV with anal, penile, oral, head and neck cancers.
According to the World Health Organization, these cancers are much less frequent in Canada compared to
cancer of the cervix, however “their association with HPV make them potentially preventable and subject to
similar preventative strategies”® As such, equity and ethical considerations should warrant discussion at a
provincial level about why the HPV vaccine is still not publicly available for young men.
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To reiterate, the Board of Health for Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph Health Unit urges the Ministry of Health
and Long-Term Care to make available the publically funded vaccine to males in grades 8 and until they are
18 years of age.

Yours truly,

Amanda Rayburn,
Chair, Board of Mealth, WDG Public Health
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