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To Whonr it May Concern,
T am ‘writing this letter to prowde my support and oomments on the

" Community Consultation Report beinig presented by the Arts F unding
" Task Force. Although I would Welcome the opportunity of providing my

comments in person at the June 5™ Hamilton Clty Courcil meeting I

 cannot attend as I am installing an exhibltlon in Denmark at that time.-

I have thoroughly reviewed the report prepared by the Arts Fundmg Task

" Force and find it to be an innovative and thought provoking document that

provides a detailed trajectory for further developing Hamilton’s cultural
Vlbrancy .

Before | comment directly on the repbri I feel it necessarjf to provide some

personal background; I am an artist who has exhibited extensively across

Canada and abroad, and pamclpated in the development of cultural policy

and public art programs in other cities such as Calgary and Toronto. In my
role as a tenured professor in the Visual Arts Departinent at York
University I lecture on the role of contemporary art in creating a sense of

~ community and civic engagement I moved with my wife and two year

old daughter to Hamilton in October 2012, purchasing a home on Fairleigh
Ave South. My first experience with Hamilton was courtesy of a solo
exhibition I had at Hamilton Artist Inc in 2002, when I visited the city at
that time I left with the impression that it was a post- industrial city with a
downtown core that had been abandoned by the middle class. Ten years
later I was invited to participate in SuperCrawl 2012. Traveling from my
home in the Leslieville area of Toronto, 1 was stunned at the state of
transition that Hamilton had experienced in the ten years since my last
visit. It was apparent that a rich and vibrant art scene had emerged and
was fueling a re-imaging of the downtown core. Based on this i impression -
my family, like many other artists and professionals decided to make the
move to Hamilton.

The decision of creative professmnals to migrate to Hamilton i isa
phenomenon familiar to numerous writers and cultural theorist who have

noted that a migration of the creative elass into an urban centre leads to an
eventual gentnﬁcatlon resulting in higher property values, more disposal
income spent in the community and greater civic engagement. The infl
of the creative class into Hamilton is part of a process of that should be
supported and invested i in. Hamilton is the only city in commuting




distance of Toronto théit is still affordable for young fdmihés and over the
-+ next few years these young families will be drawn to the city, inpart by
 the vibrant cultural life. As a direct result property valies will rise;

" disposable income will be spent in the community and the demographic in

_ the downtown corewill continue to-shift. This change will beriefit the City
of Hamilton ﬁnanclany and culturally, and as sach a strategw investment -

‘ needs to be made i order to support the arts commumty Beingan®
established artist with a stable income permits me the ability to live in
Hamilton regardless of recemng support from the 01ty, however if the
cuiltural sector is gomg to rémdin vibrant a stricture needs to be developed
to support and encourage the arts and cultural innovation at various levels.
This will be an incentive for less established artists and entrepreneurs to -
comrmit to living in Hamilton and participating in cultural industries. This
investment pefmits artist and 1nnovators to develop roots inthe '

h commumty : :

“The four'main pomts that stood out to me'in thlS report are the goals of 1)
providing stable operatxonal support to the creative commumty 2).
encourage emerging and established projects, 3) building capacity and

e sustainability and 4) foster entrepreneurshlp Having participating in the

deveIOpment of cultural policy in other municipalities and reviewed
_ studies'on similar policies, I am: conﬁdent that these goals are’ achlevable
- if the recomineéndations in the report are adopted More 1mportant I beheve‘ ‘
these goals address serious shortcomingsin Haxmlton s current support of
. the arts. It is rather shockmg that'a city ¢ of this size, witha Teputation as a
cultural hotspot does not support its artist through an arm’s length granting
ragency, nor a structure to-provide stability in funding to the ¢reative
' commumty If Hamilton wants to benefit from its developmo reputation:
“and a creatively vibrant city, then it needs to invest in'its créative class.

~ Asa creative professional active in the Hamilton community, as an ‘
academic falmllar with similar policies, and as a proud citizen ‘of Hanilton
I encourage you to adopt and support the report prepared by the Arts

' Fundmg Task Force.
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